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STEP 1 | COME TOGETHER

INSTRUCT the children to sit in a circle.
SAY, Come look at what I brought to show you today!
SHOW the children the map.
SAY, Do you know what this is? (Wait for answers.) 

Some maps are electronic, but this one is on paper. 
What do you see on this map? (Lines, colors, num-
bers, words, etc.) Th is is a road map. Th e lines you 
see are roads. Th e words and numbers help us tell 
the roads apart.

ASK, Why would someone use a map like this? (It 

shows you how to get somewhere, it can help when 
you are lost, etc.)

SAY, When  people want to drive somewhere, they 
need a plan that tells them how to get there. A map 
can help them make a plan. God also has plans for 
us about where he wants us to go in our lives. Today 
we’ll read about a man named Abraham who fol-
lowed God’s plan.

STEP 2 | HEAR THE STORY

Supplies: Th e Beginner’s Bible, Lesson Materials DVD 
(optional), DVD player (optional)

LESSON 3 | God Has Plans for Us

Bible Basis: Genesis 12 – 18; 21; 24 – 25
Bible Verse: Jeremiah 29:11: “ ‘I know the plans I have for you,’ announces the Lord. ‘I want you to enjoy success. I do 

not plan to harm you. I will give you hope for the years to come.’ ”
Bible Point: God had plans for Abraham. God also has plans for me.

Resource: Th e Beginner’s Bible
• “A New Home” (pages 39 – 45)
• “Th e Visitors” (pages 46 – 51)
• “A Bride for Isaac” (pages 52 – 57)

Master Supplies List
 Th e Beginner’s Bible
 Lesson Materials DVD (optional)
 DVD player (optional)
 A large foldout road map or atlas
 Family Page (one per child; see end of this lesson)

Optional Supplies
You will need the following supplies based on which option(s) you choose in STEP 3 | Explore More. All craft  templates 
are located at the end of this lesson.

 Option 1: A length of yarn for each child (long enough for an adult necklace), plastic or wooden beads with large 
holes, several metal-rim key tags (available in hardware or offi  ce supply stores, or make your own simple circle 
tags out of card stock)

 Option 2: Poster paper, index cards, stickers, Bible
 Option 3: Small carpet square or hula hoop
 Option 4: Crayons or markers, coloring page (one per child)
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INSTRUCT the children to listen carefully to the Bi-
ble stories.

WRITE on a piece of card stock paper: “God Blesses 
Abraham.” Underneath this title, write #1 and #2 on 
separate lines, leaving space in between.

TELL the children that God gave Abraham two bless-
ings.

ASK, How many blessings did God give Abraham? 
(Two.) Show me by holding up that many fi ngers.

SAY, I want you to listen for the two blessings as I read 
the fi rst story, so that I can write them down.

READ aloud “A New Home,” “Th e Visitors,” and “A 
Bride for Isaac” from Th e Beginner’s Bible. Or, if you 
prefer, SHOW these stories from the enclosed les-
son DVD.

STOP aft er you read page 44 and ASK, Did anyone 
hear the two blessings? What were they? (Land and 
children.)

DRAW a simple home or landscape on the card stock 
paper to illustrate #1 and a child to illustrate #2.

ASK, What kind of land did Abraham’s nephew Lot 
choose for his  people? (He chose the best land. It 
had the most green grass and water.)

ASK, Was the land that God gave Abraham ugly or 
beautiful? (Beautiful.)

ASK, Why did Sarah laugh when the visitors said she 
would have a son? (She thought she was too old. She 
did not realize that with God anything is possible.)

ASK, Who do you think the visitors were? How could 
they know about Sarah’s baby? (They could be an-
gels, or even God himself. They knew about the baby 
because God was the one who promised Sarah she 
would have a child.)

ASK, Why do you think God blessed Abraham? 
(God loved Abraham. Abraham loved God. Abraham 
obeyed, or followed, God.)

ASK, What was God’s plan for Abraham? (God wanted 
to give him a new land to fi ll with his children and grand-
children. God wanted all of them to love and obey him.)

SAY, God kept his promise. He gave Abraham and Sar-
ah a baby, even though they were old. When Isaac 
grew up, Abraham sent a servant to fi nd him a bride.

ASK, How did Abraham’s servant know he had 
found the right bride for Isaac? (He had prayed to 
God to show him. The woman gave water to him and 
to his camels.)

PRAY with the children. Praise God for the perfect 
plans he has for us.

STEP 3 | EXPLORE MORE

Choose from these activity options to help the children 
explore the lesson further.

Option 1: Children Are a Blessing
Supplies: Length of yarn for each child (long enough 
for an adult necklace), plastic or wooden beads with 
large holes, several metal-rim key tags (available in 
hardware or offi  ce supply stores, or make your own 
simple circle tags out of card stock).

Teacher Prep: Tape the ends of each piece of yarn for 
easy threading. Create a sample necklace.

SAY, Children are a blessing from God. Just like Abra-
ham and Sarah were delighted with their son, Isaac, 
your families are delighted with you.

ASK, How many children are in your family? (Help 
them count the number of children in their family, 
including themselves.)

SAY, Today you’re going to make a necklace to give 
to your mom, dad, or someone who takes care of 
you to remind them of what a blessing children and 
grandchildren are to a family.

GIVE yarn, beads, and the appropriate number of 
tags to each student, one tag for each child in their 
family. As they work to string the beads and tags, 
circulate and write the names of each child and each 
sibling (if applicable) on the tags.

Option 2: Treasure Map
Supplies: Poster paper, index cards, stickers, Bible.

Teacher Prep: Create a simple map of your classroom 
(and beyond, if possible), marking key locations and 
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objects. On each index card, write out clues and activ-
ities based on the map. Place the clues strategically in 
the style of a scavenger hunt. Hide a small “treasure” 
(such as a sticker or toy for each child) at the last stop.

SAY, Let’s see how well you can follow a plan. Th is is a 
map of our education wing (or something similar). 
Do you see this table (or something similar) on the 
map? Th at’s where we are standing. Today we are 
going to go on a treasure hunt. Who likes treasures? 
(Pause.) Well, in order to fi nd the treasure, we need 
a map to help us. What’s a map? (A drawing that 
shows us where things are in the world and how to 
get there.)

SAY, Let’s read our fi rst clue.
READ and follow four or fi ve active clues based on 

your environment. Examples include the following:

Walk backward to the doorway, where you will 
fi nd clue #2.

Jump up and down eight times; then take big 
steps to the drinking fountain, where you will 
fi nd clue #3.

Repeat, “God had plans for Abraham. God has 
plans for me.” Crawl like a kitty to the bulle-
tin board, where you will fi nd clue #4.

Do fi ve toe touches. Tiptoe to the sign-in desk, 
where you will fi nd clue #5.

Tell a friend how God blessed Abraham. Go 
look for your treasure in the coatroom.

FOLLOW these clues together as a group until you 
reach the fi nal treasure.

SAY, Just like we followed this map and it led us to 
treasures, God has a map for us to follow. It’s called 
the Bible (hold up a Bible). Th e Bible is God’s Word. 
It can lead us and tell us how to live, just like God 
led Abraham and told him how to live.

Option 3: Future Plans
Supplies: Small carpet square or hula hoop.

INSTRUCT the children to sit in a circle.
SAY, God had plans for Abraham, and he has plans 

for you too. What do you think your future plans 
will be? Will you work at a job? Will you work in 

the home? (Take responses.) Th ere are many kinds 
of jobs that you could do.

ASK three children to sit back-to-back in the middle 
of the circle (on a carpet square or in a hula hoop). 
Have them describe the jobs they would like to have 
when they grow up.

TEACH the children this version of the nursery 
rhyme “Rub-a-dub-dub,” based on their responses:

Rub-a-dub-dub,
Th ree kids in a tub,
And who do you think they will be?
A [teacher, a police offi  cer, and a mommy],
God has big plans for all three!

REPEAT with three diff erent children until everyone 
has had a turn.

Option 4: Let’s Color
Supplies: Crayons or markers, coloring page (one per 
child).

STEP 4 | GOING HOME

Supplies: Family Page (one per child).

GIVE each child a copy of this week’s Family Page.
SAY, Give this page to your family when they pick you 

up. It will remind you to tell your family how God 
had plans for Abraham, and God also has plans for 
you.
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LESSON 3 | Let’s Color
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How to Use This Page
Th is week, you can read the stories listed above in 
Th e Beginner’s Bible several times to help your child 
remember them. Use the Table Talk questions be-
low to start a discussion around the dinner table, 
while driving in the car, or just about anywhere. 
Th e Living Faith activity is designed as a drama to 
help your child remember the Bible lesson. Th e Ex-
tra Mile provides interactive ways for your child to 
connect with the story.

TABLE TALK
1. Do you have any plans for today? For when 

you grow up?
2. What kinds of plans do you think God has 

for you? For your family?
3. What was God’s plan for Abraham? (To move 

to a new land and have a son.)

4. How can you be like Abraham? (Love God, 
obey God, talk with God, follow God no matt er 
how scary it feels sometimes.)

LIVING FAITH
Have your child select one of the Bible stories 
from this week and act it out for you as you read 
the story aloud from Th e Beginner’s Bible. Have 
your child reenact some of the conversations be-
tween two  people. Your child can use dolls, pup-
pets, stuff ed animals, or even you to reenact some 
of these situations:

• Abraham’s helpers and Lot’s helpers argue 
and fi ght about the land.

• Abraham and Lot each choose their own 
land and they move away.

• Abraham speaks with three visitors.
• Abraham tells his servant to fi nd a bride for 

his son Isaac.
• Rebekah meets Abraham’s servant at the well.

When you come to the place(s) in the story where 
a Bible character speaks, instruct your child what 
to say. If possible, have your child perform the Bi-
ble drama for other family members in person, via 
Skype, or using a video camera.

EXTRA MILE

• Abraham and Sarah were blessed by the birth 
of Isaac. Tell what a blessing it was when your 
child was born. Tell how you chose your child’s 
name and those of any siblings. Use the Internet 
or a baby name book to look up the meaning of 
each name. Show any pictures or a baby book 
from that time.

• Rebekah watered the servant’s camels. If you 
have pets, put your child in charge of keeping 
the water dish full.

• Abraham and Lot had trouble sharing the same 
land. Sometimes siblings sharing a room or a 
home have trouble getting along too. Talk with 
your children about behaviors that will make it 
easier for them to get along and share the same 
space. Use a piece of construction paper to write 
out some ground rules for sharing space and 
post them.

LESSON 3 | God Has Plans for Us
Bible Basis: Genesis 12 – 18; 21; 24 – 25
Bible Verse: Jeremiah 29:11: “ ‘I know the plans I have for you,’ announces the Lord. ‘I want you to enjoy 

success. I do not plan to harm you. I will give you hope for the years to come.’ ”
Bible Point: God had plans for Abraham. God also has plans for me.

Resource: Th e Beginner’s Bible
• “A New Home” (pages 39 – 45)
• “Th e Visitors” (pages 46 – 51)
• “A Bride for Isaac” (pages 52 – 57)
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•	 Sing	 the	 popular	 children’s	 song	 “Father	 Abraham”	
with	 the	 accompanying	 body	 movements.	 Explain	
how	Abraham	is	considered	 to	be	 the	 father	of	many	
sons	(and	daughters)	in	the	nation	of	Israel.	[FAMILY	
NOTE:	Abraham	 had	 one	 biological	 son	with	 Sarah,	
one	with	Hagar,	and	six	with	Keturah.]

Father Abraham had many sons
Many sons had Father Abraham
I am one of them, and so are you
So let’s all praise the Lord.
Right arm! (Wiggle your right arm while you 

continue to sing.)

Father Abraham had many sons
Many sons had Father Abraham
I am one of them, and so are you
So let’s all praise the Lord.
Right arm, left arm! (Wiggle both arms while 

continuing to sing.)

Father Abraham had many sons
Many sons had Father Abraham
I am one of them, and so are you
So let’s all praise the Lord.
Right arm, left arm, right foot! (Keep wiggling; 

add a new body part each time.)

Father Abraham had many sons
Many sons had Father Abraham
I am one of them, and so are you
So let’s all praise the Lord.
Right arm, left arm, right foot, left foot!

Father Abraham had many sons
Many sons had Father Abraham
I am one of them, and so are you
So let’s all praise the Lord.
Right arm, left arm, right foot, left foot,
Chin up, chin down!

Father Abraham had many sons
Many sons had Father Abraham
I am one of them, and so are you
So let’s all praise the Lord.
Right arm, left arm, right foot, left foot,
Chin up, chin down, turn around!

Father Abraham had many sons
Many sons had Father Abraham
I am one of them, and so are you
So let’s all praise the Lord.
Right arm, left arm, right foot, left foot,
Chin up, chin down, turn around, sit down!




