
MERRY CHRISTMAS TO ME | WEEK 4 ONLINE TEACHING GUIDE  

 

 
WHAT? What are we talking about today? 

DISCUSSION 
o What's the greatest gift you've ever given someone? Why was it such a good 

gift? 
o We all love to receive gifts, but why do you think we also love to give gifts? 

 
VIDEO | "The Magic of Gift-Giving," from Magic for Humans 

● All month, we’ve been talking about how we sometimes have this tendency to focus on 
ourselves — especially during the Christmas holidays. We can often become so focused 
on ourselves that we fail to notice anything other than what we want. 

● If you've ever seen an illusionist perform, you know this is exactly how they perform 
their tricks! They know how to manipulate our attention so we fail to see what else is 
going on around us. 

● But like we'll see in this video, sometimes all it takes is a gentle reminder to help us 
adjust our focus and think about something other than what we want. 

● INSTRUCTIONS: Play this video (or a portion of it). 
● I don't know about you, but I love seeing those kids choose to give something up in 

order to give a gift to someone they love. 
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SO WHAT? Why does it matter to God and to us? 

DISCUSSION 
● INSTRUCTIONS: Break for discussion. If you have more than ten students, split into 

groups so everyone can share. The starred questions are designed for high schoolers, so 
you may want to skip them if you're working only with middle schoolers. 

o How would you explain the gift God gave us through the birth of Jesus? 
o What are some of the ways we could respond (either positively or negatively) to 

the gift God has given us? 
o Whether or not you were already familiar with the story of Jesus, what's one 

thing you noticed or discovered about Him during the last few weeks? 
 
SCRIPTURE | Luke 2:29-32 

● Today I want to introduce you to one more character from the first Christmas story. He's 
not represented in any nativity sets because he met Jesus several days after he was 
born. His name was Simeon, and Simeon had been waiting a long time to see his future 
hopes and dreams fulfilled. 

o Simeon was a Jewish man who was completely devoted to God. 
o Many people of the Jewish faith believed that one day God would send a 

Messiah, or Savior, to rescue God's people and forever change the world! 
o Long before Jesus was born, God specifically revealed to Simeon that he 

wouldn’t die until he had seen Jesus — the one God promised would come and 
rescue the world. 

● Shortly after Jesus was born, His parents Mary and Joseph took Jesus to the temple to 
be purified — and that's where they ran into Simeon. 

● INSTRUCTIONS: Read Luke 2:22-32. 
● When Jesus was only eight days old, Simeon fully understood who Jesus was and why 

His life mattered. Simeon saw baby Jesus for who he really was . . . 
o The Savior of the world. 
o Hope for humanity. 
o God's gift to us. 

 
DISCUSSION 

o When Simeon saw Jesus for the first time, what do you think he thought or felt? 
Have you ever felt that way about Jesus? 

o Why do you think God chose to come to earth as a baby? 
 
IMAGE | Your Baby Picture 

● Speaking of babies, can you name this baby? 
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● INSTRUCTIONS: Show a picture of yourself when you were a baby, and give students a 
few chances to guess who it is. 

● Yep, this adorable little baby got old and is now standing here talking to you about 
Christmas. It is weird to think about the friends and adults we know as babies, right?  

 
GOD CHOSE TO BECOME A BABY 

● I don't know if you've noticed, but babies are helpless! They need someone to take care 
of them at all times. They have no authority, no power, no skills, and no possessions. 

o So it's kind of odd to imagine the God of the universe as a baby. It's hard to 
believe that Jesus, God Himself, was born just like you and I were. 

o He was small. He cried. He needed His parents to care for Him, to feed Him, and 
to change Him. 

o God, the Creator and Savior of the world, became a baby so He could live among 
us. 

● We’ve been talking all month about the people in the story of Jesus’ birth and how much 
they gave in order to make the first Christmas happen. These were all huge sacrifices, 
but there was one sacrifice that started it all: God's sacrifice. 

● We often say Jesus' birth was God's gift to us. On that first Christmas, God (in the form 
of Jesus) chose to . . . 

o Humble Himself. 
o Enter the world He created. 
o Constrain Himself in a human body. 
o Begin a life He knew would be brief and would end in His death. 

● God came to us as a baby. A small, helpless, hungry, and vulnerable little human — not a 
mighty king walking the earth in glory and honor, but a child. 

● Jesus gave up so much just by coming to earth, but His birth is only the beginning of the 
story. 

 
SCRIPTURE | John 3:16-17 

● Here’s a little secret, Jesus coming to earth as a baby was all a part of the plan to save 
the world. Let's take a look at a couple of verses that are typically more associated with 
Easter than Christmas — because, when you think about it, Easter wasn't the only time 
God made a big sacrifice for us. 

● Does anyone know the verse John 3:16 by heart? What about the verse after it? 
● INSTRUCTIONS: Read John 3:16-17. 
● Jesus came to earth, giving up everything, so we could have eternal life and a 

relationship with God. This was part of God’s rescue mission since the very beginning of 
creation. Why? Because God loves us so much. 

● Jesus' conception and birth story was already miraculous, but it was only the beginning 
of an even greater miracle. The real miracle is that our Creator came to earth to save us. 

● On the first Christmas, God gave everything. This Christmas, what will you and I do with 
the gift of Jesus? 
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NOW WHAT? What does God want us to do about it? 

REFLECTION | Giving Our All 
● Think about the best Christmas present you've ever received. What made it so great? 

Why was it so special? 
● Whatever that Christmas present may be, it pales in comparison to what God has given 

all of us through Jesus, the Savior who came to make all things new. 
● INSTRUCTIONS: Prompt students to close their eyes while they listen and reflect on the 

following ideas. Encourage them to think, pray, or text an adult leader who they'd like to 
talk to afterward. Don't forget to tell them when to open their eyes again! 

● For some of you, maybe this is the first time you're hearing or realizing that the 
Christmas story is just the beginning of a story that's all about God's mission to rescue 
you. 

o Jesus was born, knowing He would die, but His life didn't end with a grave. Jesus 
is alive today! He's the conquerer of death and offers all of us a chance to share 
in that new life. 

o If you're new to seeing how the gift of Jesus has the power to change your life, or 
if you have questions, or if you're having a hard time accepting that it's true, try 
talking to a friend or an adult you trust before you leave tonight. 

● For others of you, maybe you’ve had a relationship with God for a while, but it's been 
some time since you've paused to think about how great of a sacrifice Jesus made for 
you. If you've known Jesus for a long time and feel like your faith has become a little 
mundane, this Christmas is an opportunity for you to take a moment and remember just 
how much God gave for you. 

 
RESPONSE | Write It Down, Give It Up 

● Before we wrap things up today, I want us all to write down one thing we're going to do 
about the gift God has given us this Christmas. 

o Do you need to receive God's gift for the first time? 
o Do you need to thank God for that gift? 
o Do you need to make a change in your life that shows how much God's gift has 

changed you? 
● This Christmas, what will you do with the gift God has given you? 
● See that card in your hand? Take it home and put it somewhere you’ll see it over the 

next few weeks. Put it on your mirror, on the table next to your bed, or on your pillow 
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every morning so you can see it when you go to bed that night. Every time you catch a 
glance of that card, I hope you'll remember the incredible gift God has given you — and 
that's everything. 

● On the first Christmas, a lot of people gave a lot of things. 
o Mary and Joseph gave up their comfort. 
o The shepherds gave their stories. 
o The wise men gave their worship. 
o And God gave everything. 

● This Christmas, how will you respond to the gift God has given you? And what will you 
give so that others can respond to God's gift too 
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