
BOTTOM LINE: 
Be grateful for all God has done. 

OBJECTIVE: 
Kids will say, “I will have gratitude because of what God has done.”

KEY PASSAGE: 
Luke 1:26-49, The Angel and Mary Visits Elizabeth

MEMORY VERSE: 
“The Word became a human being. He made his home with us. We have seen his glo-
ry. It is the glory of the One and Only, who came from the Father. And the Word was full 
of grace and truth.” John 1:14 (NIrV)

SUMMARY:
When the angel told Mary that she was going to have a baby, Mary was confused. But 
that confusion turned to willingness and then to gratitude as she celebrated all that God 
had done for her. We should have grateful hearts as we celebrate who God is and all 
that he has done for us.

SIMPLE PRAYER: 
Dear God, 

Thank you for the gift of Jesus. 

In Jesus’ name, 
Amen
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“The Word became a human being. He made his home with us. We have seen his  
glory. It is the glory of the One and Only, who came from the Father. And the Word was 
full of grace and truth.” John 1:14 (NIrV)

“The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the 
glory of the one and only Son, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.” John 
1:14 (NIV)

“So the Word became human and made his home among us. He was full of unfailing 
love and faithfulness. And we have seen his glory, the glory of the Father’s one and 
only Son.” John 1:14 (NLT)

“And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory, the  
glory as of the only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth.” John 1:14 (KJV)

LARGE GROUP: 
Have the kids read the verse together. Read it normally, then in a whisper, then really, 
really loud! 

SMALL GROUP: 
Ask the kids what they think the writer was trying to say when he wrote these words. 
Then ask them how this verse is connected to today’s story. 
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SKIT
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THE FIRST G OF CHRISTMAS

ITEMS NEEDED: 
Cell phones and fixtures to make the stage look like a wireless phone store
CHARACTER BREAKDOWN: 
1M, 2F 
CHARACTERS: 
Scott and Faith - Brother and Sister
Nancy - A 5G expert

The stage is set up like a wireless phone store. Nancy is on stage when Faith and Scott 
enter.

NANCY: Hello, I’m Nancy. Would you like me to tell you about the 5Gs of Christmas?

SCOTT: I sure would! My sister and I are shopping for our parents, and we want to be 
part of the 5G Revolution!

NANCY: Well, you have come to the right place. If you want to know about 5G, I will tell 
you everything.

SCOTT: Awesome!

FAITH: I have a question. Is 5G really something we need?

NANCY: I wouldn’t be here if I didn’t believe in it.

FAITH: And is it something we should really have ourselves, and not just for our  
parents?

NANCY: Believe me when I tell you, 5G is for everyone.

SCOTT: See? I told you!

FAITH: Come on, Scott. She’s just saying that because she wants to sell more phones.

NANCY: Phones? You don’t need phones for 5G.
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FAITH: You don’t?

NANCY: Not at all. 5G is a revolution that changes everything, no matter what devices 
you have.

SCOTT: Sounds amazing, huh?

FAITH: I guess so.

NANCY: You don’t sound convinced. Maybe I should tell you what the 5G’s are.

FAITH: Maybe.

SCOTT: Yeah, I’d like to hear about it too.

NANCY: Not a problem. The 5G’s are not a new technology. They’re not even tech 
related.

SCOTT: They’re not?

NANCY: They’re as old as time itself, and they are the key to living a better life.

SCOTT: Why do I get the feeling we’re not talking about phones?

NANCY: The first G is Gratitude. If we have an attitude of gratitude, we will always find 
a reason to be joyful.

SCOTT: Wait, gratitude is the first G?

NANCY: Sure is. Christmas is when we celebrate the birth of Jesus, who came to 
save us from our sins. Jesus has done so much for me, and whenever I think about 
His blessings, it fills me with gratitude. Come on. What’s something God has done that 
you’re thankful for?

FAITH: Well, I’m grateful I’m back in school and not learning on the computer at home.

NANCY: I hear you. I had to finish college like that. It was miserable.

SCOTT: And I’m grateful I can see my grandparents next week!

NANCY: Gratitude reminds us of all the blessings we have, and it’s just the first step to 
having an amazing 5G Christmas.



ITEMS NEEDED: 
A wrapped Christmas gift

What do you do after you open a present, especially if the person who gave you the gift 
is with you? You say thank you. You jump up and give them a hug and thank them for 
their generosity. And if you really want to go the extra mile, you’ll write and send them a 
thank you note before New Year’s Eve. When someone gives us an awesome gift, we 
show them our appreciation by showing gratitude.

Christmas is a time for gratitude. It’s the time of year when we remember that God has 
given us Jesus. Because of Jesus, we can have forgiveness for our sins and the gift of 
eternal life. We can show our gratitude through prayer, through worship, and through 
living our lives for Jesus.

Let’s thank God for all He has done for us and enter this season with hearts full of  
gratitude.
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GARLAND RELAY

ITEMS NEEDED:  
Two long, equal length strings of garland
Four boxes

INSTRUCTIONS: 
Put both garlands in a box. Choose two teams of 10-20 kids and have them stand in 
parallel lines. Set the boxes of garland at one end of the lines and the empty boxes at 
the other. The teams will race to see who can move their garland from one box to the 
other by handing it from one kid to the next. The first team to snake their garland all the 
way into the second box wins. 

VARIATION: 
Instead of two straight lines, you can have the kids stand in circles and pass the  
garland around the circle, emptying and then refilling the same box. 

WHAT’S THE POINT?  
As long as these garlands may be, they aren’t as long as the list of reasons we have to 
have gratitude! 
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BOTTOM LINE: 
Be grateful for all God has done. 

OBJECTIVE: 
Kids will say, “I will have gratitude because of what God has done.”

KEY PASSAGE: 
Luke 1:26-49, The Angel and Mary Visits Elizabeth

INTRO:
It seems like every Christmas there’s something new and exciting that we all “need.” 
There’s a new product or a new technology that is so revolutionary, so exciting, it 
means we have to get rid of our old technology and replace it right away. At least, that’s 
what the commercials tell us anyway.

It wasn’t too long ago that companies like AT&T and Verizon were telling us we  
needed to switch to “4G.” What was 4G? It was the 4th Generation wireless network, 
500 times faster than the 3G – or 3rd Generation – network introduced in 1998. Where 
3G allowed us to make better quality pho-ne calls and surf the web from our phones, 
4G allowed us to watch high definition TV and make video calls from our phone. 4G 
gave us Facetime and let us stream our favorite movies and shows right to our phones.

5G is the 5th Generation wireless network that’s not only faster but can support more 
devices than ever. According to phone carriers, it’s going to usher in the “Internet of 
things.” With 5G, more devices than ever will be incorporated into the Internet – our 
cars, our home appliances, even simp-le devices as our toothbrush. Imagine having a 
toothbrush that not only records how long you brush, but sends a report to your Mom 
telling her how long you’ve brushed!

If you haven’t picked up on it yet, the G in 5G stands for Generation. That’s all. It’s not a 
technical term. Just a word that tells us this is the latest and greatest thing. You’re going 
to see a lot of commercials for 5G this season, so we’ve decided to take the time to 
talk about the 5Gs of Christmas – five words that start with G that should be a part of 
our Christmas celebration. Our 5Gs of Christmas start with a woman named Mary and 
something we call Gratitude.

READ LUKE 1:26-49
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MAIN POINT:
Mary had much to be grateful for. She was pledged to be married soon to a man named 
Joseph, and her cousin, who thought she would never have a child, would soon give 
birth. Then Mary was visited by an angel who told her she would conceive a child who 
would be the Son of God!

Mary was confused at first, but soon that confusion gave way to gratitude. God had 
long promised a Messiah, and God had chosen Mary to be a part of that plan. Mary’s 
gratitude for all God had done gave her the courage to accept God’s will and play her 
role in bringing the 
Messiah into the world!

DRIVE IT HOME:
It’s fitting we start the Christmas season with gratitude. After all, we just passed a major 
holiday that was founded out of gratitude. Thanksgiving is more than just the start of 
the winter holiday season. It’s the day some of the first settlers in America set aside to 
thank God for His blessings. The pilgrims had come to America, seeking a place where 
they could worship God in freedom. Af-ter some early struggles, the pilgrims had found 
their footing and chose to celebrate with their Na-tive American friends a feast where 
they would thank God for His many blessings.

Thanksgiving is a time to be thankful and show our gratitude for all God has done. It’s 
ironic, because it’s also the day advertisers hit us with a stream of ads and commercials 
designed to remind us of all the things we don’t have and really need for Christmas – 
like a 5G phone!

Gratitude can help us keep our perspective, at Christmas and during the rest of the 
year. Instead of focusing on what we don’t have and all the things other people have 
that we don’t, we can find joy by celebrating all God has done for us. Gratitude can lift 
our spirits even in the gloomiest of times. Things may not be perfect, but we still have 
God’s love. We still have Jesus.

This year, we want all of you to have 5G for Christmas, but this 5G Christmas starts 
with gratitude. Take some time this week to make a list of things you are grateful for. 
Start with God, then family, then friends. Then list all the blessings God has brought you 
this past year. Let’s make Gratitude the first G of our Christmas and thank God most of 
all for the gift of Jesus!

CLOSE WITH A SIMPLE PRAYER:
Dear Jesus, 
Thank you for the gift of Jesus. 
In Jesus’ name, 
Amen 



ICEBREAKER:
What is one thing you were thankful for on Thanksgiving? 

MEMORY VERSE ACTIVITY:
John 1:14
Ask the kids what they think the writer was trying to say when he wrote these words. 
Then ask them how this verse is connected to today’s story. 

SMALL GROUP GAME/ACTIVITY:
Practice your non-verbal communication skills by doing some Christmas charades. 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:
Read Luke 1:26-49

What did Mary learn from the angel? 

Who did Mary tell about her baby? 

Why was Mary grateful? 

What is one thing you are grateful for? 

What should we do in response to all the good God has done for us? 

SIMPLE PRAYER:
Dear God, 

Thank you for everything you do for us. 

In Jesus’ name, 
Amen
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ICEBREAKER:
What is one thing you were thankful for on Thanksgiving? 

MEMORY VERSE ACTIVITY:
John 1:14
Ask the kids what they think the writer was trying to say when he wrote these words. 
Then ask them how this verse is connected to today’s story. 

SMALL GROUP GAME/ACTIVITY:
Practice your non-verbal communication skills by doing some Christmas charades. 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:
Read Luke 1:26-49

What did the angel say to Mary? 

What happened when Mary went to see Elizabeth? 

Why was Mary grateful that God had chosen her? 

How does gratitude bring us closer to God? 

What is one thing you are grateful for? 

SIMPLE PRAYER:
Dear God, 

Thank you for everything you do for us. 

In Jesus’ name, 
Amen 
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TRUE OR FALSE

Mary learned she was pregnant after she got married. 
FALSE

The angel Gabriel told Mary she would give birth to God’s Son. 
TRUE

Elizabeth’s baby did a flip in her womb when Mary arrived. 
TRUE

Mary was not at all grateful for what God was doing in her life. 
FALSE

We should have gratitude for all God has done for us. 
TRUE
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 IN THE CAR:
Ask your child what they learned about this week on the drive home:
When the angel told Mary that she was going to have a baby, Mary was confused. But 
that confusion turned to willingness and then to gratitude as she celebrated all that God 
had done for her. We should have grateful hearts as we celebrate who God is and all 
that he has done for us. Luke 1:26-49, The Angel and Mary Visits Elizabeth

     HANGING OUT:
Make this week’s lesson real:
When you’re out for a drive, see how many things each person can name that they are 
grateful for.      

     AT DINNER:
Here are some great discussion starters:
- What did the angel say to Mary? 
- Why was Mary grateful God had chosen her to be the mother of Jesus? 
- Why is it important for us to have gratitude? 

                 AT BEDTIME:
Quiz your child on this week’s memory verse:
“The Word became a human being. He made his home with us. We have seen his glory. 
It is the glory of the One and Only, who came from the Father. And the Word was full of 
grace and truth.” John 1:14 (NIrV)

     
      PARENT TIME:
What you need to know: 
At Christmas time we should show our gratitude to God for all of His blessings. This is 
the time of year we celebrate what Jesus did for us, being born of a virgin so He could 
die for our sins. Make a conscious effort to show gratitude to the Lord on your own and 
with your kids.

5 Simple Ways You Can Make This Lesson Stick With your Kids

5G Christmas Lesson 1

THIS WEEK’S LESSON: GRATITUDE

YEAR LONG BIBLE JOURNEY: GRATITUDE
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During this series, the kids will make ornaments each week with the 5Gs written on 
them. Or you can have them decorate one ornament with the 5Gs written on them over 
the four-week series. Ornaments can be made from any craft material and should have 
strings instead of hooks. 
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