
MISSIONS:
Kids Around The World

LESSON SNAPSHOT

MISSIONS: BOLIVIA

BOTTOM LINE: 
It’s possible for God to make you bold.

OBJECTIVE:  
Kids will learn that God gives us boldness to share Jesus.
 
KEY PASSAGE: 
Acts 9:20-31. Saul in Damascus and Jerusalem.
 
MEMORY VERSE: 
“Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Fa-
ther and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have 
commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age. “ - Mat-
thew 28:19-20 (NIV)

SUMMARY: 
With God all things are possible. When Saul became a Christ-follower, he immediately 
began preaching boldly about Jesus. Despite the fears of the people and the threats to 
his life, Saul never wavered in his commitment to preach the gospel. Today, God contin-
ues to equip missionaries in countries like Bolivia to boldly preach the word of God. 
 
SIMPLE PRAYER: 
Dear God,

With you, all things are possible. Give your missionaries all over the world the power to 
share Jesus with boldness and without fear.  

In Jesus’ name, 
Amen
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“Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Fa-
ther and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have 
commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age. “ - Mat-
thew 28:19-20 (NIV)

“So you must go and make disciples of all nations. Baptize them in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Teach them to obey everything I have 
commanded you. And you can be sure that I am always with you, to the very end.”  - 
Matthew 28:19-20 (NIrV) 

LARGE GROUP: 
Write each word of the verse on a poster board. Bring enough kids on stage so each 
kid can hold one of the words. Then have the kids unscramble the words and put them 
in order on stage so it can be read by the audience. 

SMALL GROUP: 
Work as a group to create motions to accompany the verse. Say the verse several 
times while acting out the motions. (K-2nd)

Give all the kids a Bible. After you read the verse, give them the reference and see who 
can find it first in their Bible. (3rd-5th)
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IN DEPTH: BE BOLD

ITEMS NEEDED: 
2 Chairs
Note cards
SFX – Music
SFX – Applause 

CHARACTER BREAKDOWN: 2M

CHARACTERS: 
Dirk Dirkson – Talk show host
Paul – That guy from the Bible

Dirk and Paul sit in two chairs set up for an interview. They are talking softly and 
casually. Music plays. Dirk is all smiles as he faces the audience. Dirk holds note cards 
which he consults throughout the interview. 

DIRK: And we’re back from our commercial break. For those of you just tuning in, 
you’re watching “In Depth with Dirk Dirkson,” the talk show where we have in depth 
conversations with the greatest figures in history. I’m your host Dirk Dirkson and we’re 
talking to the great first century missionary Saul. Oh, I’m sorry, you like to be called 
Paul.

PAUL: Thank you. Once again, it’s great to be here, Dirk.

DIRK: Now before the break, we were talking about that eventful trip to Damascus 
where you first became a believer in Jesus.

PAUL: Yes, Jesus appeared to me from heaven and spoke to me. It blinded me, but 
three days later, a Christian named Ananias came and healed me so that I could see 
again.
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DIRK: What did you do after that?

PAUL: I had something to eat.

DIRK: No, I’m serious.

PAUL: I am serious. I hadn’t eaten in three days.

DIRK: But after that, what did you do?

PAUL: I started preaching in the Jewish synagogues, telling people that Jesus is the 
Son of God.

DIRK: Just like that? But you didn’t have any training as a pastor.

PAUL: No, but I had experienced first hand what God had done. When Jesus changes 
your life, it makes you bold. I couldn’t help but tell people about what Jesus had done.

DIRK: The people must have been very happy to hear your story.

PAUL: I think “astonished” is a better word to describe it.

DIRK: Astonished? Why?

PAUL: The people had heard that I was in town to arrest Jesus’ followers but now I was 
talking like one of them.

DIRK: They must have come around eventually.

PAUL: Many did. But some were very angry by my change of heart and they decided to 
kill me.

DIRK: Did they?

PAUL: Did they what?

DIRK: Did they kill you, Paul?

PAUL: Well, no, Dirk. My enemies were camped out by the city gate, ready to strike 
when they saw me. Luckily, my friends learned of the plot to kill me. They snuck me out 
of the city by lowering me down the city wall in a basket.

DIRK: What a scary situation, Paul. You must have been a basket case.
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PAUL: It was quite scary.

DIRK: Did you see what I did there? Basket case. Because you were lowered in a bas-
ket.

Dirk laughs at his own joke. Paul does not.

PAUL: Yes, very good.

DIRK: So, what happened after that?

PAUL: I went to Jerusalem where I met the disciples. I made a friend named Barnabas 
there. And I went about preaching about Jesus.

DIRK: Wait. You kept talking about Jesus, even though the people in that other town 
had tried to kill you?

PAUL: Yes, of course.

DIRK: Of course? But weren’t you afraid?

PAUL: Don’t you see: Jesus changed my life. I belong to him now. God makes me bold. 
Nothing can stop me from speaking about Jesus, not even my own fear.

DIRK: This is all very interesting. I can’t wait to hear more, but it’s time for us to take 
another commercial break. Stay tuned, folks, we’ll be back later.

Music plays. Lights can change to indicate the transition to commercial.

DIRK: You see, the joke was, I called you a basket case because you were frightened 
to have your life threatened. But also because your friends put you into a basket.

Dirk laughs again at his joke.

PAUL: Yeah, I get the joke.

DIRK: Are you sure? Because you’re not laughing.

End.
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ITEMS NEEDED: 
Bible 
Highlighter

Bring out your Bible.

Now the Bible is filled with a lot of great stories and good advice from page one all the 
way to the end. But let’s say I’m reading the Bible one day and I run across something I 
think is particularly amazing. It’s a new way for me to look at God, or it’s just a reminder 
of how great He is. I want to be able to go back to the passage time and again. What 
can I do?

Give the kids the chance to answer. Bring out the highlighter.

One thing that I could do is get out my trusty highlighter. With this I can highlight that 
verse that meant so much to me.

Demonstrate by highlighting a passage.

This puts the verse in bold. So whenever I scan through my Bible, there it is. It stands 
out. It gets noticed.

Missionaries are like this highlighter. With God’s help, they are bold. They stand out 
from the crowd and share the love of Jesus to people all over the world who need to 
hear it. When we look at them, we see the word of God in action.
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TIRAR FRIJOLES (THREE BEANS)

ITEMS NEEDED: 
12 dry beans
Tape

INSTRUCTIONS: 
Select two kids to play. Tape off two lines on the ground. Give each player 6 beans. 
Kids stand behind the lines, facing their opponent. Players take turns being the “stand-
er” and the “kneeler.” The stander places their feet heels together and toes apart (mak-
ing a V). The kneeler has three tries to land one of their beans between the stander’s 
feet. If all three tries miss, the kneeler loses all three beans. If at least one bean lands 
on target, the kneeler gets back her three beans plus their opponent pays one bean for 
each bean that landed on target. After three beans have been throw, the stander and 
kneeler alternate. The first player with all twelve beans is the winner. 

VARIATION: 
Marbles (rolled along the ground) could be substituted for beans.

Set a round limit. The winner is whichever player has the most beans after each has 
had three chances to be kneeler. 

WHAT’S THE POINT? 
Tirar Frijoles is a Bolivian sidewalk game for kids.
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BOTTOM LINE: 
It’s possible for God to make you bold.

OBJECTIVE:  
Kids will learn that God gives us boldness to share Jesus.
 
KEY PASSAGE: 
Acts 9:20-31. Saul in Damascus and Jerusalem.
 
INTRO
For the next several weeks, we’re looking at the life of Saul – later called Paul – who 
was the greatest missionary of the early church. Saul was the most unlikely candidate 
to become a follower of Jesus. 

Saul had been trying to stop the Christians. He was given the authority to arrest the 
people who spoke boldly about Jesus. If he had been successful in that mission, it’s 
probable that many Christians would have died.

But God had a different mission for Saul. On his way to arrest Christians in Damascus, 
Saul encountered a bright light from heaven. He heard the voice of Jesus calling to him. 
After that, Saul was blind. 

Three days later, a Christian named Ananias came to Saul. Despite the fear of arrest, 
Ananias went boldly to Saul. When Ananias spoke to Saul in the name of Jesus, 
something like scales fell from Saul’s eyes. He could see again. Saul was baptized and 
received the Holy Spirit.

God had changed Saul’s life. And now, Saul began his new mission with boldness.

READ Acts 9:20-31.
 
MAIN POINT
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God gave Saul boldness. Saul’s life was transformed by Jesus and he immediately be-
gan preaching in the synagogues in the city of Damascus. The people couldn’t believe 
what they were hearing. Wasn’t this the same man who had been trying to round up the 
Christians and have them arrested? What had happened to make him one of them too?

The people who had wanted to stop Jesus’ followers now wanted to stop Paul. They 
conspired to kill him. They kept watch by the city gates to catch him before he had 
a chance to leave Damascus and spread the message of Jesus even further. Paul’s 
friends had to find or create an opening in the wall and lower him in a basket so he 
wouldn’t be discovered.

From there, Saul went to Jerusalem, where many of the disciples lived. They weren’t 
sure if Saul had really changed; they were afraid of him. But a Jesus-follower named 
Barnabas convinced them all about how Saul had been changed by God. The disciples 
welcomed Saul into the family of believers.

Just as he had done in Damascus, Saul began to preach boldly in Jerusalem. And 
once again, there were people who wanted to kill him for preaching about Jesus. So, 
he moved on to Caesarea and then Tarsus. It was the beginning of what would become 
Saul’s life’s work – traveling throughout the world, sharing the truth about Jesus boldly, 
no matter what.

DRIVE IT HOME:
TEACHER’S NOTE: This is a great place to provide some pictures/graphics of Bolivia.

God gives us the power to speak boldly about Jesus too – whether here or halfway 
around the world. 

There are missionaries in the country of Bolivia. Bolivia is a country in South America 
with about 10 million people. Bolivia is geographically diverse. In the west you have 
the cold terrain of the Andes mountains. North of that you have the steaming jungles of 
the Amazon basin.

The official language of Bolivia is Spanish. But there are many different people groups 
in Bolivia, each with their own language and religious beliefs. The majority of the coun-
try claims to be Christian, but the people still celebrate pagan festivals throughout the 
year. The understanding of who Jesus is and how salvation is available only through 
him has become confused for many.

God is sending missionaries to Bolivia, men and women who will speak boldly about 
Jesus. People who will share the love of Jesus with Indian tribes and other people 
groups in their own language. Missionaries who aren’t afraid to tell the good news of 
Jesus Christ.
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With God’s help, it’s possible to speak boldly. Whether we do it in Bolivia or in our 
own school or neighborhood.

CLOSE WITH A SIMPLE PRAYER
Dear God,

With you, all things are possible. Give your missionaries all over the world the power to 
share Jesus with boldness and without fear.  

In Jesus’ name, 
Amen
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With God’s help, it’s possible to speak boldly. Whether we do it in Bolivia or in our own 
back yard.

CLOSE WITH A SIMPLE PRAYER
Dear God,

With you, all things are possible. Give your missionaries all over the world the power to 
share Jesus with boldness and without fear.  

In Jesus’ name, 
Amen
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ICEBREAKER
What does the word “bold” mean to you? 

MEMORY VERSE ACTIVITY
Matthew 28:19-20
Work as a group to create motions to accompany the verse. Say the verse several 
times while acting out the motions.

SMALL GROUP GAME/ACTIVITY
On a world map (which you will use throughout this series) see who can be the first to 
locate Bolivia. Discuss how daily life is the same and different for kids in that country 
than it is where we live.

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
Read Acts 9:20-31.
What did Saul start doing immediately after becoming a Christian? 

Why were the people confused by this?

How did Saul escape from those in Damascus who wanted to kill him?

Where did Saul go next? 

Who convinced the believers in Jerusalem that Saul had been changed by God? 
 
SIMPLE PRAYER
Dear God,
We thank you for the missionaries that speak so boldly about Jesus. Give them the 
courage to share the gospel no matter what they face. 
In Jesus’ name, 
Amen
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ICEBREAKER
What does the word “bold” mean to you? 

MEMORY VERSE ACTIVITY
Matthew 28:19-20
Give all the kids a Bible. After you read the verse, give them the reference and see who 
can find it first in their Bible.

SMALL GROUP GAME/ACTIVITY
On a world map (which you will use throughout this series) see who can be the first to 
locate Bolivia. Discuss how daily life is the same and different for kids in that country 
than it is where we live.

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
Read Acts 9:20-31.
What did Saul start doing immediately after becoming a Christian? 

Why were the people confused by this?

How did Saul escape from those in Damascus who wanted to kill him?

What reaction did the disciples in Jerusalem have to Saul? 

What important role did Barnabas play in this story? 
 
SIMPLE PRAYER
Dear God,

We thank you for the missionaries that speak so boldly about Jesus. Give them the 
courage to share the gospel no matter what they face. 

In Jesus’ name, Amen
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FILL IN THE BLANK

1. At once, Saul began to _________ in the synagogues.
PREACH

2. Some of the Jews in Damascus conspired to __________ Saul.
KILL

3. In order to escape, Saul had to be lowered from the city wall in a ___________.
BASKET

4. In Jerusalem, the disciples did not ____________ that Saul had become a Christian.
BELIEVE

5. ______________ convinced the disciples of how God had changed Saul.
BARNABAS



5 Simple Ways You Can Make This Lesson Stick With Your Kids

THIS WEEK’S LESSON: BOLIVIA

MISSIONS: BOLIVIA

 IN THE CAR:
Ask your child what they learned about this week on the drive home:
With God all things are possible. When Saul became a Christ-follower, he immediately 
began preaching boldly about Jesus. Despite the fears of the people and the threats to 
his life, Saul never wavered in his commitment to preach the gospel. Today, God con-
tinues to equip missionaries in countries like Bolivia to boldly preach the word of God. 
Acts 9:20-31. 
     
     HANGING OUT:
Make this week’s lesson real:
Do a little internet research about the country of Bolivia, and the work of missionaries 
there. Discuss the different ways that “missionary work” can look. 
     
     AT DINNER:
Here are some great discussion starters:
- Why did people want to kill Saul? 
- In the city of Damascus, how did Saul escape danger?
- How did Barnabas help Saul when he was in Jerusalem? 
               
               AT BEDTIME:
Quiz your child on this week’s memory verse:
“Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I 
have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.“ 
- Matthew 28:19-20 (NIV)   
      
        PARENT TIME:
What you need to know: 
This is a good opportunity to work on being bolder when it comes to speaking about 
Jesus. Start at home: talking about Jesus freely with your kids and family. Pray for guid-
ance and courage to talk about Jesus boldly in your world outside of the home.
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Word Scramble
Unscramble the words below and fill in the blanks. 

BBARSNAA

___ ___ R N ___ B ___ S

LASU

___ ___ ___ ___

CSIIPLDE

___ ___ S C ___ P ___ ___ 

DLOR

___ ___ ___ ___

Now unscramble the words in the boxes to fill in the blanks below. 

God was the power to make you ___ ___ ___ ___.



ANSWER KEY
Barnabas
Saul
Disciple
Lord

Bold


