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STEP 1 | COME TOGETHER
INSTRUCT the	children	to	take	their	seats.	CHOOSE	

one	child	to	be	a	helper.
SAY, Today	I’m	going	to	show	how	someone	can	be	in	

two	places	at	once.
ASK everyone	but	your	helper	to	close	their	eyes.
POSITION the	child	you’ve	chosen	behind	a	door	or	

in	an	adjoining	 room	so	 the	child	cannot	be	 seen	
but	can	be	heard.	Tell	the	child	to	answer	when	you	
speak	to	him	or	her,	but	not	to	come	out	of	the	hid-
ing	spot	until	you	say	to	do	so.

SAY, Now	open	your	eyes.	Is	(say	child’s	name)	gone?	
(Yes.)

CALL the	child’s	name. (Child answers.)

ASK, Is	our	friend	really	gone?	(No.) We	can’t	see	(say	
child’s	 name),	 but	 (say	 child’s	 name)	 is	 still	 here	
with	us,	right? (Yes.)

ASK your	helper	to	come	out	of	the	hiding	space	and	
rejoin	the	class.

SAY, This	is	what	it	was	like	when		Jesus	went	back	to	
heaven.	His	disciples	 could	not	 see	him	anymore,	
but	he	was	still	with	them	and	could	speak	to	them.

STEP 2 | HEAR THE STORY

Supplies:	 The Beginner’s Bible,	 Lesson	 Materials	 DVD	
(optional),	DVD	player	(optional).

ASK the	 children	 to	 gather	 around	 you	 and	 listen	
carefully	to	the	Bible	stories.
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Bible Basis:	Matthew	28;	Acts	2	–	3
Bible Verse:	Matthew	28:19:	“So	you	must	go	and	make	disciples	of	all	nations.	Baptize	them	in	the	name	of	the	Father	

and	of	the	Son	and	of	the	Holy	Spirit.”
Bible Point:		Jesus	gave	his	followers	a	mission	on	earth.	The	Holy	Spirit	helps	me	to	do	this	mission.

Resource:	The Beginner’s Bible
•	 “	Jesus	Goes	to	Heaven”	(pages	466	–	472)
•	 “The	Holy	Spirit	Comes”	(pages	473	–	479)
•	 “The	First	Church”	(pages	480	–	483)
•	 “The	Lame	Man”	(pages	484	–	487)

Master Supplies List
 F The Beginner’s Bible
	F Lesson	Materials	DVD	(optional)
	F DVD	player	(optional)
	F Family	Page	(one	per	child;	see	end	of	this	lesson)

Optional Supplies
You will need the following supplies based on which option(s) you choose in STEP 3 | Explore More. All craft templates 
are located at the end of this lesson.

 F Option 1: Seven	to	ten	miscellaneous	objects	of	your	choice
 F Option 2:	Finger	Puppets	(one	per	child;	see	Option 2: A Lame Man Walks Finger Puppet),	card	stock,	crayons	
or	markers

 F Option 4: Crayons	or	markers,	coloring	page	(one	per	child)
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TELL the children to point up when they hear about 
 Jesus going to heaven. Tell them to point down when 
they hear about the Holy Spirit coming to earth.

PRACTICE this before reading the stories.
READ aloud “ Jesus Goes to Heaven,” “Th e Holy Spirit 

Comes,” “Th e First Church,” and “Th e Lame Man” 
from Th e Beginner’s Bible. Or, if you prefer, SHOW 
these stories from the lesson on the enclosed DVD.

ASK, Where did  Jesus go when he left  the disciples? 
(To heaven.)

ASK, Did  Jesus leave the disciples completely alone? 
(No.)

ASK, Who came to be a friend to the disciples when 
 Jesus went to heaven? (The Holy Spirit.)

ASK, What is a “church”? (A group of  people who gath-
er together because they love  Jesus. Together they 
sing, pray, study the Bible, help others, etc.)

SAY, Peter and John were members of the fi rst church, 
and they tried to help  people. Who did they help in 
our stories? (They helped the lame man to walk.)

SAY,  Jesus gave his followers a mission, or a job to 
do, before he went back to heaven. What is our mis-
sion? (To show and tell others about the love of God 
and  Jesus.)

PRAY with the children. Th ank God for giving us a 
church. Ask him to help us do our mission on earth 
with the power and help that he gives. Remind the 
children that the Holy Spirit will help them as they 
tell their friends about  Jesus.

STEP 3 | EXPLORE MORE

Choose from these activity options to help the children 
explore the lesson further.

Option 1: What’s Missing?
Supplies: 7 to 10 miscellaneous objects of your choice.

Teacher Prep: Th is game will reinforce the idea that 
things can disappear and yet still be close to us. Th is 
game will also help the children practice their pow-
ers of observation. Place the miscellaneous array of 
objects on a table or a desk. Spread them out so each 
object is clearly visible.

SAY, Today we are going to play a game that shows 
how some things that may seem to disappear are 
never far away.

TELL the children to look closely at the objects. Let 
them look for 20 seconds.

TELL the children to close their eyes. While their eyes 
are closed, remove an object and hide it under the 
table or desk.

TELL the children to open their eyes.
ASK, Which object is missing? (Take responses.)
PLACE the missing object back on the table and play 

again. For an added challenge, mix up the objects 
this time.

PLAY the game until everyone has had a turn to guess.

Option 2: A Lame Man Walks Finger Puppet
Supplies: Finger Puppets (one per child), card stock, 
crayons or markers.

Teacher Prep: Print the Finger Puppets onto card 
stock and cut them out. Make sure to cut out holes for 
the child’s fi ngers to slip through as legs.

SAY, Before  Jesus went to heaven, he told his follow-
ers to show and tell  people about God’s love. In our 
story, Peter and John met a man who was lame.

ASK, How did Peter and John show and tell this man 
about God’s love? (They healed him so he could walk 
again. They told him that they healed him by the pow-
er of  Jesus.)

SAY, Today we are going to make a puppet that you 
can make walk.

GIVE one card-stock puppet to each child.
INSTRUCT the children to draw a face on the puppet 

and color it any way they choose with crayons or 
markers.

SHOW the children how to slip their fi ngers through 
the holes to become legs for the puppet.

GIVE the children time to play with their puppets. 
Th ey can practice walking and leaping! Th ey can 
also act out the story they just heard.

Option 3: “Walking and Leaping and 
Praising God”

TEACH children the song “Walking and Leaping and 
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Praising God.” (You can listen to the song at http://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=iYm949neO44.)

SAY, When you come to the part of the song that says, 
“Walking and leaping and praising God,” I want you 
to march in place, jump up and down, and wave 
your hands in the air. (Note: If you made puppets in 
Option 2, you can have the children wiggle their fi n-
gers for their puppet to walk, leap, and praise God.)

Peter and John went to pray.
Th ey met a lame man on the way
He asked for alms
And held out his palms,
And this is what Peter did say.
“Silver and gold have I none,
But such as I have give I thee.
In the name of  Jesus Christ of Nazareth, rise up 

and walk.”
He went walking and leaping and praising God,
Walking and leaping and praising God,
“In the name of  Jesus Christ of Nazareth, rise up 

and walk.”

Option 4: Let’s Color
Supplies: Crayons or markers, coloring page (one per 
child).

STEP 4 | GOING HOME

Supplies: Family Page (one per child).

GIVE each child a copy of this week’s Family Page.
SAY, Give this page to your family when they pick you 

up. It will remind you to tell your family about how 
 Jesus gave his followers a mission on earth: to show 
and tell  people about God’s love.
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LESSON 28 | Let’s Color
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How to Use This Page
Th is week, you can read the stories listed above in 
Th e Beginner’s Bible several times to help your child 
remember them. Use the Table Talk questions be-
low to start a discussion around the dinner table, 
while driving in the car, or just about anywhere. 
Th e Living Faith activity is designed as a drama to 
help your child remember the Bible lesson. Th e Ex-
tra Mile provides interactive ways for your child to 
connect with the story.

TABLE TALK
1. Where did  Jesus go when he left  his disciples? 

(Heaven.)

2. Who did God send to the disciples to com-
fort them and help them? (The Holy Spirit.)

3. What is a church? (A group of  people who 
gather together because they love  Jesus. To-
gether they sing, pray, study the Bible, help 
others, etc.)

4. What mission did  Jesus give the disciples be-
fore he went back to heaven? (To show and tell 
 people about God’s love.)

5. Who did Peter and John help? (The lame man.)

LIVING FAITH
Have your child select one of the Bible stories from 
this week and act it out as you read the story aloud 
from Th e Beginner’s Bible. Provide props such as a 
bathrobe and a pillow so your child can pretend to 

lie down and be the lame man. You can take turns 
playing the part of the lame man and Peter.

When you come to the place(s) in the story 
where a Bible character speaks, instruct your child 
what to say. If possible, have your child perform 
the Bible drama for other family members in per-
son, via Skype, or using a video camera.

EXTRA MILE

• Aft er you have gone over the memory verse 
several times with your child, reinforce reten-
tion with a simple game called Scripture Freeze. 
During the day, tag your child unexpectedly, like 
in a game of Freeze Tag. Th e child must freeze 
and quote the verse to you to get unfrozen.

• Give your child paper and crayons to draw a 
picture of one of the stories. While your child is 
drawing, ask questions about the characters and 
the point of the lesson. Th is conversation will 
help reinforce what your child is learning about 
in the Bible and will also be an opportunity for 
you to spend quality time together.

• Talk about ways that your family can contin-
ue God’s mission of showing the world his 
love through his Son,  Jesus. Look for pictures 
in magazines that remind you of ways you can 
show and tell others about God’s love. Cut these 
out and with your child glue them onto a piece 
of paper.

•  Jesus gave us his Holy Spirit to help us do our 
mission on earth. He knew it would be hard 
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Bible Basis: Matthew 28; Acts 2 – 3
Bible Verse: Matthew 28:19: “So you must go and make disciples of all nations. Baptize them in the name 

of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.”
Bible Point:  Jesus gave his followers a mission on earth. Th e Holy Spirit helps me to do this mission.

Resource: Th e Beginner’s Bible
• “ Jesus Goes to Heaven” (pages 466 – 472)
• “Th e Holy Spirit Comes” (pages 473 – 479)
• “Th e First Church” (pages 480 – 483)
• “Th e Lame Man” (pages 484 – 487)
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without his help and without the strength of other 
 people who also love  Jesus. Get more involved with your 
church this week! Find a way to participate in some-
thing in addition to attending a church ser vice on Sun-
day morning. Check out your church’s weekly bulletin, 
monthly newsletter, or website for ideas.




