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LESSON SNAPSHOT

MISSIONS: POLAND

BOTTOM LINE: 
It’s possible for God to give you a vision. 

OBJECTIVE:  
Kids will learn that God gives us a calling and a vision.
 
KEY PASSAGE: 
Acts 13:1-12. Paul and Barnabas in Cyprus.
 
MEMORY VERSE: 
“Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Fa-
ther and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have 
commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age. “ - Mat-
thew 28:19-20 (NIV)

SUMMARY: 
With God all things are possible. God gives us a vision and a calling. The Holy Spirit 
set apart Saul and Barnabas to be missionaries. On their first missionary trip to Cyprus, 
Saul and Barnabas encountered a sorcerer who tried to stop their work. But the men 
stayed true to their calling and in the end it was the sorcerer who lost his vision. Today, 
God calls missionaries to countries like Poland and gives them a vision for sharing 
about Jesus. 
 
SIMPLE PRAYER: 
Dear God,

With you, all things are possible. Give each of us a calling and vision – whether that 
keeps us right here or sends us around the world sharing the good news of Jesus.   

In Jesus’ name, 
Amen
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“Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Fa-
ther and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have 
commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age. “ - Mat-
thew 28:19-20 (NIV)

“So you must go and make disciples of all nations. Baptize them in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Teach them to obey everything I have 
commanded you. And you can be sure that I am always with you, to the very end.”  - 
Matthew 28:19-20 (NIrV) 

LARGE GROUP: 
Divide the room into girls and boys. Have the girls and boys read the verse aloud to-
gether, alternating every other word, so girls say the first word, boys say the second 
word, girls the third, etc.

SMALL GROUP: 
Have the kids create a picture puzzle that spells out the memory verse. Write the mem-
ory verse on a piece of paper. Give the kids 3-5 minutes to decorate the page with 
something that reminds them of the memory verse. Then cut the page into puzzle piec-
es, mix the pieces up and let the kids put the puzzle back together.
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IN DEPTH: VISIONARY

ITEMS NEEDED: 
2 Chairs
Note cards
SFX – Music
SFX – Applause 

CHARACTER BREAKDOWN: 2M

CHARACTERS: 
Dirk Dirkson – Talk show host
Paul – That guy from the Bible

Dirk and Paul sit in two chairs set up for an interview. They are talking softly and casu-
ally. 

Music plays. Dirk is all smiles as he faces the audience. Dirk holds note cards which he 
consults throughout the interview. 

DIRK: Welcome back, folks. This is “In Depth with Dirk Dirkson.” I’m Dirk Dirkson. And 
we’re talking today with Paul, the great first century missionary. Now before the break, 
we were discussing those first days when you became a follower of Jesus.

PAUL: Yes, it started in Damascus, and then I enjoyed a time of preaching in Jerusa-
lem. And then I went back to my hometown of Tarsus.

DIRK: But you weren’t a missionary yet?

PAUL: Well, I definitely was sharing the truth with people that Jesus is the Son of God. 
But no, I didn’t yet have that vision of myself as a missionary.
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DIRK: According to my cards, you credit Antioch with helping you catch that missionary 
vision.

PAUL: Oh yes. Definitely. Antioch changed my life.

DIRK: Now when did you first meet this man named Antioch?

Paul laughs.

PAUL: Oh no. Antioch isn’t a man.

DIRK: Forgive me. How silly of me. Now when did you first meet this woman named 
Antioch?

PAUL: Antioch isn’t a person at all.

DIRK: I’m confused then. What is Antioch if it isn’t a person?

PAUL: Antioch is a city. One of the first Christian churches was born in the city of An-
tioch. I had been living in Antioch for about a year, preaching to non-believers and 
teaching in the church to believers. 

DIRK: Oh, I see.

PAUL: It was a great time being a part of that church in Antioch. I had great friends 
there: Barnabas and Simeon, Lucius and Manean. We would spend our time praying to 
God and worshiping Him.

DIRK: I understand now. Antioch is the city where you served as a missionary.

PAUL: Well, no.

DIRK: Then I’m confused again.

PAUL: It was at the church in Antioch where God gave me the vision to be a missionary. 
All of us were gathered together fasting and praising God, when the Holy Spirit came to 
us. He said, “Set apart Barnabas and Paul for the work to which I have called them.”

DIRK: And that work was to be a missionary?

PAUL: Yes. The church prayed a blessing on us and then sent us on our journey. Our 
first stop was to the island of Cyprus.
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DIRK: And that’s where you met a man named Elymas.

PAUL: Wow, that’s amazing.

DIRK: What is?

PAUL: Your card was right for once.

DIRK: Don’t insult the cards.

PAUL: Elymas was a false prophet. He worked for an important official in Cyprus 
named Sergius Paulus.

DIRK: Ugh. I’m never going to remember all of these names.

PAUL: It’s okay. Sergius sent for us because he wanted to hear more about the Je-
sus that we served. But his attendant Elymas opposed us and tried to turn his master 
against us.

DIRK: Okay, now it’s getting interesting. What did you do?

PAUL: Well, we couldn’t let Elymas stop us. God had given us a vision for preaching 
the word of God in Cyprus and nothing was going to stand in our way. So, I told Elymas 
that what he was doing was wrong.

DIRK: That’s all you said?

PAUL: Well, no. I called him a child of the devil.

DIRK: Wow. 

PAUL: And then I told him that he was going to be blind for a time.

DIRK: And he went blind?

PAUL: For a time. The official Sergius was so amazed at what he saw, he believed and 
asked Jesus into his heart.

DIRK: Fascinating. So this was really the story of two visions.

PAUL: What do you mean?
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DIRK: Well, in the first half God gives you his plan for sending you out to share the 
good news of Jesus with the world. And in the second half, a man who doesn’t believe 
loses his sight. You gained a vision; while Elymas lost his.

PAUL: That’s one way to look at it.

DIRK: “Look.” That’s good. Ladies and gentlemen, we have to take another commercial 
break. But come back. We’re just getting started. There’s still so much more to hear 
about from Paul.

Music plays. Lights change to indicate transition to commercial.

PAUL: That tale of two visions was really clever.

DIRK: Thanks. I just came up with it.

PAUL: It’s written on the card, isn’t it?

DIRK: (sheepishly) Yes.

End.



MISSIONS:
Kids Around The World

OBJECT LESSON OR KIDS SERMON

MISSIONS: POLAND

ITEMS NEEDED: 
Binoculars

What does the word “vision” mean? Vision has a couple of meanings. Vision means the 
ability to see. Those eyes on your head give you vision. Some see better than others. 
Some people have to wear glasses to see things clearly. And some people are blind; 
their eyes don’t allow them to see anything.

Today, we’re talking about a different kind of vision. Vision here is having a picture of 
what is to come. It’s not just about seeing, but it’s the ability to know where you should 
go and what you could become.

Bring out the binoculars.

Most people have the first vision, seeing with their eyes. But not everyone has the 
second kind of vision, seeing what is to come. It’s the difference between seeing with 
your eyes and seeing through binoculars. With your eyes, you can look around and see 
what’s in this room. But when I look at the world through these binoculars, I can see 
that __________ (share a detail in your room that the kids would not be detectable from 
your location with the naked eye.)

God has plans for your life. He has a vision for you. That seems like far off in the dis-
tance kind of stuff. And you may look and even squint, but you aren’t able to see it up 
ahead. But you can ask God for his help in seeing and understand his plan. Often, he’ll 
loan you his set of binoculars so that you can see things more clearly. And even when 
that doesn’t happened, we can rest easy knowing we can trust God who sees every-
thing perfectly.
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SALONOWIEC

ITEMS NEEDED: 
None

INSTRUCTIONS: 
This game is similar to the American game Heads-up-Seven-up.

Choose six players for this game. Select one player to be “it.” This player sits on the 
ground and places his head down. The other players stand behind “it.” One kid comes 
up and taps the “it” player on the back and then returns to line with the others. “It” raises 
their head and guesses as to who tapped him. If incorrect, “it” puts his head down and 
another round begins. After a successful guess, if time permits, the guessed player 
becomes “it.”

VARIATION: 
Reduce the number of players to make guessing easier. 

WHAT’S THE POINT? 
Salonowiec (sa-lo-no-vi-est) is a children’s game played in Poland.
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BOTTOM LINE: 
It’s possible for God to give you a vision. 

OBJECTIVE:  
Kids will learn that God gives us a calling and a vision.

KEY PASSAGE: 
Acts 13:1-12. Paul and Barnabas in Cyprus.

INTRO
For the next several weeks, we’re looking at the life of Saul – later called Paul. A 
one-time persecutor of the Christians, Saul had a supernatural meeting with Jesus on 
the road to Damascus. That encounter turned Saul into a follower of Christ and a bold 
preacher.

Saul’s encounter with God was just the beginning. God had a vision for Saul and was 
preparing to call him on the greatest adventure of his life. In fact, it was a calling that 
would consume the rest of Saul’s days – the life of a missionary.

Let’s see now how Paul’s life as a missionary began.

READ Acts 13:1-12.

MAIN POINT
Paul’s journey begins in the city of Antioch. There were some great people who were a 
part of the church in Antioch. The Bible tells us that men like Barnabas, Simeon called 
Niger, Lucius of Cyrene, and Manaen were prophets and teachers in that church. Paul 
was in pretty great company. These are the people that he worshiped with, prayed with, 
and praised God with.

It was during one of their times of worship that the church at Antioch heard the Holy 
Spirit speak. 
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He said that Paul and Barnabas has been set apart for a special work that God had for 
them. God was calling them to be missionaries. For the other people like Simeon and 
Lucius, God had other plans that we don’t really know about. Each of us has a unique 
calling from God.

With the blessing of the church at Antioch, Paul and Barnabas set off on their first 
missionary journey. The Holy Spirit led them to the island of Cyprus. They started in the 
city of Salamis, and preached about Jesus in the Jewish synagogues. They traveled 
throughout the island.

When they came to Paphos, an important official named Sergius Paulus sent for them. 
News of their journey had spread, and Sergius wanted to hear more about Jesus. The 
Holy Spirit was working in Sergius’ heart to learn, just as the Holy Spirit had been 
leading Paul to preach. God has a vision and a calling for each of us.

But one of Sergius’ servants named Elymas stood in the way of what Paul and 
Barnabas were doing. He was a sorcerer and a false prophet. He opposed Paul and 
Barnabas; he tried to turn Sergius away from the things that he was hearing from Paul.

Paul confronted him, calling him a child of the devil, and saying that he was perverting 
the ways of God. Paul declared that Elymas would lose his sight for a time as a sign 
that Paul and Barnabas were teaching the truth about Jesus. And it happened just as 
Paul had said. Sergius saw the power of God at work that day, and he put his faith in 
Jesus.

DRIVE IT HOME:
TEACHER’S NOTE: This is a great place to provide some pictures/graphics of Poland.

God has a unique calling and vision for each of our lives. For some that calling will keep 
you here at home. For others it will send you around the world.  

God is calling missionaries to countries like Poland. Poland is a country in Europe with 
about 38 million people. 

At one time, most of the countries in Europe were considered to be Christian nations 
because so many of the people who lived in those countries believed in Jesus. Those 
days are passing away. Many people in Poland today have rejected the Christian faith 
of their parents and grandparents, and embraced something called secularism – which 
rejects God.

But God loves the people of Poland and of Europe. He wants them to accept his son 
Jesus, who came to die for them. God is sending missionaries to Poland to give the 
people that good news. 
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God has a unique calling and vision for each of us. For some, it is to share the love of 
Jesus in countries like Poland. For others, it is to hear that word for the first time and 
accept it. For some, God is leading us to pray for those missionaries. Still others can 
provide the money they need to do their work. Each of us has a different calling, but we 
each are called by the same God for the purpose of sharing his love.

CLOSE WITH A SIMPLE PRAYER
Dear God,

With you, all things are possible. Give each of us a calling and vision – whether that 
keeps us right here or sends us around the world sharing the good news of Jesus.   

In Jesus’ name, 
Amen
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ICEBREAKER
What do you imagine is the most fun part about being a missionary? 

MEMORY VERSE ACTIVITY
Matthew 28:19-20
Have the kids create a picture puzzle that spells out the memory verse. Write the mem-
ory verse on a piece of paper. Give the kids 3-5 minutes to decorate the page with 
something that reminds them of the memory verse. Then cut the page into puzzle piec-
es, mix the pieces up and let the kids put the puzzle back together.

SMALL GROUP GAME/ACTIVITY
On a world map (which you will use throughout this series) see who can be the first to 
locate Poland. Ask the kids to discuss the most interesting places they’ve ever traveled 
to. 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
Read Acts 13:1-12.
What were Paul and Barnabas doing when God called them to become missionaries? 

Where did Paul and Barnabas go first?

Who was Elymas (Bar-Jesus)?

What did Paul say to Elymas? 

What two things happened after Paul spoke to Elymas? 

SIMPLE PRAYER
Dear God,
We thank you for the people you have called to be missionaries. Continue to give them 
a vision for what you are doing, even when times get hard. 
In Jesus’ name, Amen
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ICEBREAKER
What do you imagine is the most fun part about being a missionary? 

MEMORY VERSE ACTIVITY
Matthew 28:19-20
Have the kids create a picture puzzle that spells out the memory verse. Write the mem-
ory verse on a piece of paper. Give the kids 3-5 minutes to decorate the page with 
something that reminds them of the memory verse. Then cut the page into puzzle piec-
es, mix the pieces up and let the kids put the puzzle back together.

SMALL GROUP GAME/ACTIVITY
On a world map (which you will use throughout this series) see who can be the first to 
locate Poland. Ask the kids to discuss the most interesting places they’ve ever traveled 
to. 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
Read Acts 13:1-12.
What were Paul and Barnabas doing when God called them to become missionaries? 

Where did Paul and Barnabas go first on their journey?

Why was Elymas (Bar-Jesus) standing in the way of Paul and Barnabas?

Why do you think God allowed Elymas to go blind?

What do you think might be God’s calling and vision for your life?

SIMPLE PRAYER
Dear God,
We thank you for the people you have called to be missionaries. Continue to give them 
a vision for what you are doing, even when times get hard. 
In Jesus’ name, Amen
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TRUE or FALSE

The church at Antioch was worshiping and fasting when they heard they Holy Spirit.
TRUE

God sent Paul and Lucius to be missionaries.
FALSE (Paul and Barnabas)

Paul and Barnabas preached in the Jewish synagogues in Salamis.
TRUE

Elymas was a false prophet and sorcerer who opposed Paul. 
TRUE

When Elymas lost his sight, the procounsul Sergius Paulus ran away in terror.
FALSE (Sergius Paulus put his faith in Jesus)
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5 Simple Ways You Can Make This Lesson Stick With Your Kids

THIS WEEK’S LESSON: POLAND

MISSIONS: POLAND

 IN THE CAR:
Ask your child what they learned about this week on the drive home:
With God all things are possible. God gives us a vision and a calling. The Holy Spirit 
set apart Paul and Barnabas to be missionaries. On their first missionary trip to Cyprus, 
Paul and Barnabas encountered a sorcerer who tried to stop their work. But the men 
stayed true to their calling and in the end it was the sorcerer who lost his vision. Today, 
God calls missionaries to countries like Poland and gives them a vision for sharing 
about Jesus.  Acts 13:1-12. 
     
     HANGING OUT:
Make this week’s lesson real:
Create a family tree with your kids – going as far back as you know or can determine 
with a little research. Talk about the countries where the branches of your family 
originated. Pray for the missionaries located in those countries.     
     AT DINNER:
Here are some great discussion starters:
- Why did Paul and Barnabas leave the church at Antioch? 
- Why did Elymas oppose Paul and Barnabas?
- What happened to Elymas?                
               AT BEDTIME:
Quiz your child on this week’s memory verse:
“Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I 
have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.“ 
- Matthew 28:19-20 (NIV)   
      
        PARENT TIME:
What you need to know: 
It’s not always easy to see what God is doing in our lives. Take heart that God has a 
vision for you and your kids, even if you can’t see it. In your prayers this week, don’t 
pray to better understand the future, but pray to better understand the God who holds 
the future.
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Draw lines to match the person from today’s scripture with what they did in this 
passage. 

Saul (also called Paul)                 Sorcerer and false prophet. Also called Bar-Jesus. 

Barnabas                 Sent for Saul and Barnabas to tell him about Jesus.

Elymas             Set apart Saul and Barnabas apart to be missionaries. 

Sergius Paulus           Saul’s partner on this mission.

Holy Spirit             Called Elymas “a child of the devil.”  


